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What is the most memorable story in the Bible to you? For me, it is the story of Moses; a Hebrew boy
abandoned as a child who then becomes the adopted son of Pharaoh’s daughter, a murderer who flees his
homeland only to return later as an advocate for the Israelites, making him an enemy of those who raised
him. He was a spokesperson with a stutter, a man called by God to lead His people to an unknown land,
and a vessel God used to perform the miraculous.
He was unqualified to fulfill God’s calling on his life. In fact, he was the most unlikely choice for the task.
To the human mind, it didn’t make sense. But, from heaven’s perspective, he was the perfect choice. I
often wonder if God chose Moses because he could not have accomplished what God asked him to do
without the power of God working through him. God would be undoubtedly be glorified through Moses.
Moses could not even speak fluently! I would imagine that he was terrified to obey God. To us, his story is
one of the most memorable stories in scripture, but for Moses, it was likely a living nightmare as it involved
his worst fears. He was required to face his past, confront his enemies, speak publicly (which I am sure
brought humiliation upon him), and walk into the complete unknown. Walking into the unknown alone
would have been scary enough. However, Moses led thousands into the unknown with him. What he did
was hard.
In American-society, we have comfort and luxury at our fingertips (literally). Thanks to Amazon, I could
survive weeks without even leaving my house. The luxuries of 21st century-life make doing hard things
unattractive. Let’s be honest, I would rather pay $20.00 in fees than to darken the automatic doors of my
local Wal-Mart. I choose convenience and ease every time. When it comes to grocery shopping and
managing the daily chores of life, I will always choose ease and efficiency. But, when it comes to doing
what God has asked of me, I absolutely cannot choose easy. He requires so much more. He requires that I
give all, which includes not only the gifts that I am comfortable in giving back to Him, but the broken and
weak parts of me as well – the self-reliant part of me, the insecure part of me, and the scared part of me.
And that is hard.
Matthew 16:24-26 says, “Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘If anyone would come after me, let him deny
himself and take up his cross and follow me. For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses
his life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit a man if he gains the whole world and forfeits his soul?
Or what shall a man give in return for his soul?’”
I must take up my cross and follow Jesus. If I save my life, I will then lose it. I can gain everything and have
lost it all by not choosing what is hard.
What decision would you make today if you knew that God would provide for you? What would you
sacrifice? Where would you go? Who would you try to reach? What is God calling you to do that is
humanly impossible without His intervention?

We’ve all heard the phrase, “hard becomes easy and easy becomes hard.” Studying for a test is hard, but in
turn makes the test become easy. While not studying is easy, in turn is then makes the test become hard.
The same principle applies to our relationship with God and fulfilling the calling He has placed on our lives.
At first, taking a step of faith is terrifying. But once we take the first step, God will open the door for the
second. Step by step he will build our faith as we rely on Him to build His kingdom through you and me.
My husband and I are in the process of planting a church. It has been the biggest step of faith we have yet
to take in our ministry. It is scary. We are young, unqualified, and at times, terrified. Since being on site in
the community God has called us to, He has opened doors that we could never open for ourselves. He has
led us to people that need Him and connected us to influential people in the community not because we
are qualified, but because we are doing something that is impossible without God’s intervention. All He
asks of us is to trust Him to meet our needs for the day and to follow him moment by moment as we shine
our light bright for His kingdom and make disciples in our community.
I encourage you today to take the first step. Do something hard for God’s kingdom. Sacrifice comfort for
obedience. Give until it hurts and then give some more. Follow Jesus completely. When we respond in
faith, He WILL respond, and he WILL provide. Today, do hard things.

