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Mankind and Eternity
Mankind: God’s greatest creation, made in His own image, given dominion over all the Earth,
desired by Him for a relationship, afforded the power of choice, and gifted with a soul that will
live for eternity. Eternity extends beyond the farthest provinces of man’s natural understanding.
This is because physical life and everything that occurs in it is limited to the confines of time,
and man’s mind operates in that realm of beginnings and endings, being governed by the five
physical senses with which it defines everything. The soul, however, has no end, and it is this
part of man that is most precious to God. When man sinned and separated himself from God,
God’s unfathomable love for man led Him to earth in human form to die on a cross, bringing
forgiveness and healing to man’s soul and giving him hope for eternity, for everlasting life.
In Luke 10 Jesus was asked how to inherit eternal life. He confirmed that one must live
according to the Law, that one must “love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy strength, and with all thy mind; and thy neighbour as thyself” (Luke 10:27–
28). When asked who was defined as “neighbor,” Jesus told a parable of a man who was
robbed, beaten, and left for dead on the side of the road. This man was seen by a priest and a
Levite, both of whom walked by with no apparent concern or regard for him. A Samaritan man,
a half-Jew and half-Gentile, later walked by the man and “he saw him, he had compassion on
him, and went to him … and took care of him,” dressing his wounds and taking him to an inn to
receive further care (Luke 10:33–35). Jesus defined this beaten man as a neighbor, and the
Samaritan man as one who acted as a neighbor should, and He instructed those listening to
Him to do as the Samaritan did.
Perception and Spiritual Senses
Our physical senses are the means by which we define, interpret, and understand our
environment. Is it possible to have properly functioning senses that do not interpret the
environment correctly? Is it possible to have a skewed perception of reality, to look at
something and not truly see it? The answer is yes. Paul said that “we see through a glass,
darkly,” meaning that we do not see things clearly as God sees them (I Corinthians 13:12).
In the parable of the Good Samaritan, both the priest and the Levite saw the beaten man on the
side of the road, but for some unspecified reason, they passed by him. Regardless of the
reason, they did not see what the Samaritan saw. When the Samaritan looked at the man, he
saw a life in grave need, the life of a man who could not help himself, who could not walk to find
help, who perhaps could not even cry out for help. The Samaritan not only had visual acuity,
but discernment of the needs of others. We must strive to have eyes that see what we are
looking at. We must pray that God anoints our eyes so we may see what He sees: a creation of
His, a child who is sick, a life torn apart by sin, a soul crying out in despair, a soul He died for.
We must learn to look beyond the external, to the internal—to see with spiritual eyes.

The spiritual senses through which we must learn to interpret our reality go in tandem with
being Kingdom-minded. When we use our spiritual vision, we truly begin to catch a glimpse of
what God sees when He looks at our classmates, our coworkers, and the seemingly “random”
people we pass on the street: eternal souls that He died for. We begin to see the despair
behind the façade of control, the pain behind the face of happiness, the insecurity behind the
voice of criticism. We begin to see the needs of people, and ultimately the common need for
salvation through Jesus Christ. We begin to see them as our neighbors.
Capacity for Compassion
When we graduate to a place in our relationship with God where we have a spirit of
discernment and perceive the world with spiritual senses, we then begin to do as Paul said by
“[putting] on the Lord Jesus Christ” (Romans 13:14). When we put on Jesus, He develops the
capacity in us to put on His attributes, to be more like Him—namely, to love as He does, for “He
that loveth not knoweth not God; for God is love” (I John 4:8). Love for His greatest creation
moved Him to compassion, to the extent that He sacrificed Himself for man. Love is therefore
fundamental to having compassion on people.
This same compassion was apparent in the Samaritan toward the man who fell among thieves.
His discernment of the man’s dire circumstance triggered an emotional response in him, one of
concern and sympathy. He was easily moved by the man’s injuries and helplessness. Being so
moved to compassion reflected a respect, a regard, even a love for the man’s life. In this way
he displayed characteristics of God that the Levite and the priest did not. In this way he
displayed a love for his “neighbor.”
As Christians we believe that “greater love hath no man” than that which was displayed by
Jesus through His sacrifice in shedding His blood for our sins (John 15:13). By receiving and
experiencing His love and mercy which are provided by His blood, it becomes easier to show
love and mercy to others. As our relationship with Him grows, it is natural that not only spiritual
vision and discernment follow, but also a capacity for compassion—for love and mercy. We
must learn to let our senses interpret reality through His love, and in so doing trigger
compassion for our neighbors.
Moving to Action
In his epistle to the church, James was very keen to point out the importance of works in
addition to faith. Likewise, Paul commended the Thessalonian church for their “work of faith,
and labour of love” (I Thessalonians 1:3). Numerous other verses of Scripture reference the
importance of taking action in sharing God’s love and the message of hope for salvation
through Jesus.
The third noteworthy feature of the story of the Good Samaritan is action. The Scripture says
he “went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own
beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him” (Luke 10:34). If the Levite and the priest
did see the man’s needs, even if they did have compassion on him, their lack of action would
imply they ignored their discernment and any concern they may have had, which would
translate into the same result: total blindness to the needs of the beaten man. It was the action
of going to help the man that distinguished the Samaritan as a “neighbor.”

The gospel of Jesus, the good news, is by definition meant to be propagated, or passed on to
others. It is a message of hope for eternal life. Such a message is one of experience and
transformation—and of action. As such, the natural progression of growth in a disciple of Jesus
results in a desire to act when seeing a neighbor in need of salvation.
Our Purpose: Giving from Our Baskets
The good Samaritan was a true neighbor to the beaten man: he saw and perceived his needs,
he was moved to compassion for his situation, and he went to him and gave what he had to
help him. In order to receive our inheritance on our journey to the New Jerusalem, part of our
responsibility is to act neighborly toward others, thus advancing and growing the Kingdom. We
are sent to spread the gospel of Jesus Christ to all mankind, thus bringing healing to the sick,
restoration to the broken, and hope to those in despair, showing them God’s love through the
truth and power of His Word and leading them to the promise of eternal life with Him.
Just as God gave baskets with bread and fish to His disciples to feed the 5,000, He has given
each of us a basketful of good things with which to bless others, whether they be bandages and
oil for wounds, or whether they be acts of kindness, words of encouragement, testimonies of
God’s goodness, or prayers. God has placed each of us at school, at work, or wherever else
we may be for this very purpose, and we must always remember to look for opportunities to
fulfill this purpose simply by being a neighbor.

