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Serving Captors

The world that they were thrust into was one that pushed them from their foundations 
and sought to repurpose their abilities to serve their captors. Now to an extent, Daniel 
went along with some of this. 

 • Daniel learned the language so that he could read, write, and communicate
  with Babylonians. 
 • He served the rulers that had control over him and his people. • He served the rulers that had control over him and his people.
 • Daniel offered counsel to the king.
 • His actions were necessary to help preserve his own life and the lives of the
  Israelites around him. 

Daniels actions were all about self-preservation, and just like Daniel, some of the Daniels actions were all about self-preservation, and just like Daniel, some of the 
things that we do in this life that we are given are done so that we can simply survive. 
Sometimes it is necessary to do something you don’t want to in order to better serve 
the Kingdom of God even though the environment is uncomfortable and unhealthy. 

Powered by Identity 

The one thing that Daniel refused to budge on was his identity. When he was pushed The one thing that Daniel refused to budge on was his identity. When he was pushed 
to the limits of his relationship with God, Daniel refused to budge an inch. The decision 
to be true to his identity in God allowed the Lord to bless Daniel along with those we 
should call by their Hebrew names: Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah (Shadrach, 
Meshach, and Abednego).



 • That blessing was revealed in the physical when Daniel and his companions
  thrived when refusing the king’s meat and caused all the princes to be given a
  holy diet.
 • That blessing was revealed in the spiritual when the Lord granted Daniel the
  ability to interpret the dreams of a heathen ruler.
 • Daniel was given the same ability and opportunity that Joseph had when he
  went before Pharaoh, but rather than simply predicting the major events of the  went before Pharaoh, but rather than simply predicting the major events of the
  next fourteen years as Joseph did, Daniel provided a prophetic outline that
  reached all the way to today and beyond.

Now, you might be wondering why Daniel serves as our main subject. It is because on 
the heels of discussing compromise, our natural progression should lead us to what 
Daniel was so gifted at: prayer. Like Daniel, we must be aware of the weapons God 
has given us as a means of destroying the works of the enemy.

Over the next few weeks I want our focus to fall on the subject of prayer, spiritual gifts, Over the next few weeks I want our focus to fall on the subject of prayer, spiritual gifts, 
and what an ideal relationship with God looks like from the moment we wake up until 
we go to sleep. I want us to familiarize ourselves with the Word of God and the 
people that walked this path before us; both ancient and modern. 

Daniel’s first response was always prayer. So why should our response be any 
different?

Daniel didn’t just occasionally visit the atlar, he made his bed there. He lived in Daniel didn’t just occasionally visit the atlar, he made his bed there. He lived in 
constant communion with God and every step that he took before the opposition, 
before the oppression, before the captivity, before the constant physical and mental 
abuse, he took with God leading him. 

You see Daniel’s faithfulness wasn’t the product of his situation. He didn’t turn his life You see Daniel’s faithfulness wasn’t the product of his situation. He didn’t turn his life 
around because it got hard and he needed a lifeline, no, Daniel made a decision early 
in his life that he was going to draw a line in the sand and no matter what happened, 
he would never find anything that would force him across that line even if it meant his 
very life. 

At a young age, Daniel prayed and he simply never stopped. 


