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The Sign of the Times

Jesus offered a strong rebuke to the religious leaders for not understanding the times 
in which they lived. The responsibility to recognize the times and respond 
appropriately rests on us individually and as the body of Christ.

Alongside the evil environment of the last days stands a promise for an end-time Alongside the evil environment of the last days stands a promise for an end-time 
revival. God will pour out His Spirit and empower His people to do great exploits. As 
time marches forward and sin abounds more and more, we are promised to 
experience greater grace and a greater outpouring.

Daniel wrote the Book of Daniel during the Jewish exile in Babylon. It begins with Daniel wrote the Book of Daniel during the Jewish exile in Babylon. It begins with 
captivating stories of how certain exiled Jews navigated treacherous situations in 
Babylon. The second half of the book expounds in great detail concerning prophecies, 
some of which have already transpired exactly as predicted.

 • As we read each passage in Daniel, we are reminded of God’s ultimate control
  and plan for this world. 
 • A day is coming when the kingdoms of this world will fade away and the one
  true God will establish His own everlasting kingdom.  true God will establish His own everlasting kingdom.
 • The Book of Daniel teaches how a godly person can live in an ungodly world. 
 • The stories and characters serve as an example of how we can keep ourselves
  from becoming contaminated in a wicked environment. 



A physician named Luke wrote the Book of Acts. He was also one of the disciples who 
walked with Jesus. The Book of Acts provides the story of the last days of Jesus on 
earth and the first days of the church.  

 • Through Luke’s account, we learn of the supernatural birth and explosive
  growth of the church. 
 • As Acts 1:8 describes, what started in Jerusalem with a few rapidly grew to
  many in Judea, Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the world. The Great
  Commission that the characters in Acts fulfilled is still propelling God’s kingdom  Commission that the characters in Acts fulfilled is still propelling God’s kingdom
  forward today.
 • Acts teaches us how to establish and advance God’s kingdom on earth. With
  the fulfillment of God’s promise and a commitment to a higher calling, the
  disciples demonstrated how we can overcome obstacles and be part of
  establishing God’s kingdom in our time.  

Our Response

Both of these books of the Bible provide profound and powerful blueprints for how we Both of these books of the Bible provide profound and powerful blueprints for how we 
should respond in critical moments. The characters’ lives and circumstances happened 
hundreds of years apart, but the characters’ unique responses to events demonstrate 
principles we should apply today.

 • Their responses to their circumstances were radical. They chose to defy customs,
  commands, and threats. They rejected fear and became a part of the
  supernatural workings of God. They refused to bow and were labeled as
  radicals.    radicals.  
 • What will be our response to our current times? 






