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If we look more deeply at the historical context of the temple and 
what was required of people that came to the temple to sacrifice 
and pray, we discover the purity of the motives of Jesus. 

 • Sacrifices at this time were literal sacrifices, meaning that if you did not possess  • Sacrifices at this time were literal sacrifices, meaning that if you did not possess 
a dove or goat for an offering, you needed to buy one. For a long time, these animals 
had been sold at little cost to visitors to the temple, but these corrupt religious leaders 
saw the potential for profit. Potentially even requiring temple visitors to purchase their 
sacrifices “at the door” to gain entrance. 

 • Likely, these merchants were set up like any other bustling market of its time;  • Likely, these merchants were set up like any other bustling market of its time; 
crowding the halls of the temple and courtyard so severely that it prevented people 
from making their pilgrimage. With longer wait times and less space to gather and 
pray, men and women alike were prevented from entering the temple in a timely 
manner, if they were allowed access at all. 

 • In every instance, what we find at the heart of this scene is religious leaders,  • In every instance, what we find at the heart of this scene is religious leaders, 
collectors, and merchants doing their very best to restrict people’s access to worship 
their God. In Jesus book, there could be no greater sin against your fellow man. 

Jesus fights for His people and His church. When you are oppressed or wounded or 
prevented from reaching the mercy seat of His temple, you can rest assured that He 
will step in and cast off all your oppressors.


