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Having a successful ministry is one of the most fulfilling things that can happen to you. Ministry brings
purpose and fulfillment. I have been involved in ministry now for over ten years. It started with me
singing in the choir at church and playing drums in the youth band when I was a teenager. After I
graduated from college, I realized that I had to get started on my career. That’s when I began learning to
balance my ministry and my career.
In having a successful ministry, you have to learn this four-letter word: REST. Even God rested on the
seventh day after working so hard to create this amazing world we live in. Working a full-time job and
involving yourself in ministry can cause burnout and can cause it quickly. The first thing I did when I
graduated from Missouri Baptist University was get my real estate license. Shortly after I got my real
estate license I got hired on to be a manager at a Pediatric Clinic. For a little over a year I was working
over forty-five hours a week at the clinic, selling real estate, and serving as the young adult pastor at a
local church. Now to put in a disclaimer, I was not married at the time and so I could manage it a little
better, but after about six months of doing that I became tired and my ministry slowed way down and
suffered. I decided at that point that I was going to have a job so I could do ministry because ministry
was going to be the priority.
Over time God has given me a personal revelation that my life is to see His kingdom established
through me. (Shocker!) I know that sounds like rhetoric, but for those of you who remember
experiencing that personal revelation for the first time it is a game changer. Now I tell people that I work
a job so I can have money to live but ministry is my number-one priority. Now this does not mean
slackness and doing the bare minimum on your job. I believe God has called us to be the best we can
be in everything we do, not just ministry. With that being said, you can be successful in a career and
still be successful in your ministry. I have had the privilege of meeting and knowing many pastors who
have had and still have successful careers. Matter of fact, the pastor I am currently serving under has
been a great example of that to me in having a successful career and a successful ministry. One of the
key ingredients he tells me is to have balance.
You can make all the money in the world, but if you lose your ministry, your family, or worse yet, your
soul, it is not worth it. It is OK to be successful, but you must make sure you are balancing your time. I
am now full time at the church I attend, but I do still sell real estate because I believe in having multiple
streams of income. I by no means have mastered the art of balancing time, but I do feel I’ve come a
long way. Sometimes that means I must say no to ministry opportunities and sometimes that means I
must say no to earning an extra dollar. The spiritually healthy, rested version of yourself is the best
version you can give someone when you are working in ministry. One of the worst habits I have is not
saying no to people, and that is dangerous, especially to a person who is just getting involved in
ministry. Remember God is first. If you’re married, your family is second, and church is third. You want
to give the best version of yourself always and sometimes that means you must take a day and rest. If
God Himself rested, that means you need to rest too.

God gives us a command to rest and it is for the purpose of helping our ministry. Rest helps us to look
forward to working in ministry and giving hurting people the best version of ourselves that we can offer.
When we are balancing our time with our job, our family, and our ministry, God will bless us and we will
see growth in our Hyphen groups.

